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 President’s Message:  

Chapter members who attended last month's meeting had an opportunity to meet Pamela Rightsel, our state ambassador.  At our meeting this month we will have to develop our chapter goals in the areas of leadership development, membership, programs, and marketing.  We will have a very short business meeting after the program.  The remainder of the evening will be spent developing one goal in each area.  We have to take this very seriously so that I will be prepared to meet with Pam Rightsel after the meeting.  Also, our program for the evening sounds very interesting.  Please make a special effort to attend this meeting.
Mary Sue Myers, President
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Minutes of the Regular Meeting of 
Omicron Chapter
Delta Kappa Gamma Society International
October 16, 2018
Executive Board Meeting:
In attendance: Patty Hopkins, Bev Madsen, Mary Sue Myers, Fran Ogden, Marilee Applebee, Alaina Weathersford, Jan Kaufmann, Pam Rightsel
Bev gave Fran the new DKG flyers for Membership recruitment
President Mary Sue presented bills for her expenses for State convention.  Patty moved to accept and pay her expenses.  Alaina seconded.  Approved by voice vote.
The information from the State Executive Board Meeting was in the Keyhole was reviewed.
Discussion on the reporting on the death of a member, which usually taken care of by the Necrology committee.  This now has a new form and will now need to be submitted by the President.  We discussed the fact that getting information is a challenge for the bottom of the form.  Pam says that that state doesn't really need all the details about the member's education/career.  The rest of the information that is needed can be gathered from the treasurer’s reports, like membership number.  We discussed that we could have a membership record form that we keep in a notebook for our own purposes, which would be useful at the time of a member’s death.
Jewelry Ordering:  It’s cheaper for a member to buy pins at convention than to order, since it would save postage.
Drafts of the Action Plans went out to Executive Committee Members.  At the next meeting, we’ll be looking at developing our goals and action plans. There are lots of good ideas on the handout!
Patty Hopkins talked to Penny Schlickman, who HAS the materials gathered by the research committee.  We just need to get them from her.
Duane Nelsen, Evelyn Rohder, and Aaronda Murphy-Neuwirth all have issues getting to the meetings due to health concerns.  We need to make contact with them and organize rides.  Patty is checking with people who are not responding YES/NO to the email invites.  
Bev Madsen has discovered we are paying too much to the state for our scholarship fee.  It’s the difference between $1 and $.20.  If we have a separate account for scholarships, we don’t have to pay the extra money in fees.
Welcome to our state visitor, Pam Rightsel from Beta Chapter!
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Pre-meeting
Mary Sue Myers talked about how much fun it is at the Creative Art Retreat and how relaxing it is to sit and socialize while you create.  Bev won a Lambie for her patience.  Bev brought in some fun projects to share with us.  Mary Sue got a Lambie for helping, too!
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Business Meeting
Call to order
Minutes in the Keyhole had two brief corrections:
1.The wording should have been:  Installation of officers
2.  Our donation went to the Reddick Mansion Association, not the Reddick Library.
Budget was submitted for review as is.

Correspondence
We got a thank you note for the gifts from Judy Hooper.  We got two notes from Debbie LeBlanc: Thank you for allowing her to be a part of installation of officers and being a part of our meeting.  Stephanie Benson’s mother is in the hospital, but there is a thank you card coming in the mail for the school supplies for the River's Edge Academy in Morris.
Bev and the Budget:  With the loss of the Community Days, we are cutting back slightly in a few ways. We'll change the scholarship amount to $750 from $1000, for instance.  Bev moved for acceptance.  Second by Committee action.  Motion carried by voice vote.
Mary Sue Myers:  There was lots of information in the last Keyhole about changes coming down from the state convention notes.  New information is still coming to her.   One change that is still being worked on is the idea of women in college becoming eligible for membership. Also, there is a dues change coming in terms of the collection schedule.  We'll keep Jan informed!
From Executive Board Mtg:  Looking for leaders on the State level, either as a committee member or chair.  These are the ones they are looking to fill:  Communication/Marketing, finance, rules, leadership, Events Planning, membership, Personnel, literacy, Music, Achievement Award, Educational Excellence, Legislation, Scholarship, International Projects, Women in the Arts.  They are also looking for people interested in joining the choir for convention.  Mary Sue has the sign up information.
Committee Reports:
Ways and Means/Judy Hooper:  We have started a new fundraiser through Schwan’s.  Orders placed up through Oct 24, we get 20%.  Orders placed through Jan 22nd, we get 5%.  We’ll get a check at the end of each period.  We’ll wait for a bit to do a 2nd campaign, probably around Easter to tap into Easter orders.  Judy has instruction sheets if you need the information.  You’ll just need the campaign number when you check out!  You could enlist the other teachers in your building to get on board, too.  Ask relatives and friends to participate!  
Next Month/November 20th, the program will be Bill Harris, Wisconsin, owns renewable energy plants.  He goes to junior highs in 3 different states to share information about renewable energy.  He’ll have some kids doing some science experiments for us to see!  Bring other teachers who might enjoy this program!  Please come and bring guests!  Pam Ludwig testifies about how great of a presenter he is from his visits in Ottawa.  Call Patty if you have people coming later in the evening, perhaps not for the meal.
Literacy:  Paula Freepartner is planning another Book Grab for November so we all have new reading material for the winter months.
Women in the Arts:  Teresa Cameron is going to Convention again this year.  We are again gathering gift cards for donation that we can then raffle off at Convention.  We made about $400 last year.  We’ll be doing some bags with other little gifts in them, too.  We’ve had good success in previous years so we are doing the same thing this year!  Bring gift cards next month!
Membership/Fran Ogden:  We have new pamphlets that are nice looking tools for recruiting new members.  The brochure lists the many benefits of joining DKG.  Ask her for some.
Mary Sue:  Goals for the coming biennium.  The State has a list of Goals for an Action Plan for Renewal.  Lots of good suggestions for the different areas:  Membership, Programs, Leadership, and Marketing.
Mary Sue’s goal ideas are
1. Leadership: We need to do more outreach to chapter members who are not frequently attending meetings.  We can write notes and make phone calls to help us keep current members, besides reaching out to new members. 

2. Membership:  Bring a friend to a meeting and then ask what they liked or disliked about the meetings.

3. Programs:  Use current teachers to present information about new trends in the classroom.  

4. Marketing:  Come up with a calendar/magnets with dates for DKG.

Pam Rightsel, State Visitor:  What used to be Chapter Visitation is totally revamped.  No more committee reports, one after the other.  As Ambassadors, they are to help the chapter set goals for the upcoming biennium.  At the end of the year, we look at the how the goals are coming and then revise.
1,
Leadership
2.
Membership
3.
Programs
4.
Marketing

There will no longer be a lengthy ambassador report now.  At the end of the year, she will examine our success on the goals we establish.  For tonight, we are suggesting goals that we can perhaps pursue.
1.
Leadership Development: At the chapter level, how are we getting new officers and new people for leadership for the next biennium. Who will be the next set of officers?  Who is interested in going on to do something at the state level?  Who should we be sending the convention and the leadership management training/workshop?

. Let the next set of officers work alongside the current officers to learn so they are comfortable taking that over.
2.
 Membership

a.
Get new members.  For the November 20th meeting and the science of renewable energy.  You could offer PD’s for the meeting, if we can make it an hour, since it’s on a school topic. 
b.  Connect with the River’s Edge in Morris to get them to come and perhaps get them to join Omicron.

a. Keep current members:  Write notes to people who miss a meeting.  

b. 8 people with a calling tree of 6-8 people to remind members of the meeting.

c. Juniors and seniors in college who are in the area could be new members now.
3.      Programs

a.
Use teachers to present new trends in education.  Who is doing something clever in their classroom?
4.   
Marketing

a.
School supplies donations—that is marketing

b.
Put brochures in with our donations to schools
We’ll make an action plan on those 4 areas, then report on progress.

Other Discussion

Kay Carlson has yearbooks for the people who we haven’t seen yet this year.  We passed out several of the yearbooks to be dropped off.

We should get more PD’s offered for current teachers.  Programs have to be an hour:  45 minute program plus 15 min Q&A.  It’s an online form that can be sent in the mail or sent electronically.  

Pam Rightsel read her Ambassador’s Salute to Omicron Chapter which highlighted all the projects and strengths of our chapter!
Program for the night:  Travelogues
Cheryl Pillsbury talked about her journeys in  Africa, Tanzania, Kenya, Zambia, Zimbabwe, South Africa, featuring some amazing video![image: image7.jpg]



Marilee Applebee went to Italy over spring break with a group of students and showed off pictures and purchases!
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Bev Madsen highlighted her time Austin, Texas and other DKG sites and events
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Teresa Cameron shared with us the projects she used her DKG grant money for!
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Sunshine List/Member information

Norma Hedges saw Polly Lawson, and she said the best time to come is noon.  She had a delightful visit with her.
Pauline Cashman had rotator cuff surgery in September.  She hopes to be back in November.  Jean Naretto’s daughter is her physical therapist.
Singing of the Delta Kappa Gamma Song and the meeting was adjourned.

Respectfully submitted,

Marilee Applebee, Recording Secretary

Mary Sue Myers, President
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Committee Reports and News
Personal Growth and Services
Just a reminder to bring all of your coins and donation to the November meeting for the food pantries.  I will be tallying the totals so we can send out the checks. [image: image12.png]



Also, if you know of a young lady who is a junior in college and majoring in education and lives in LaSalle, Putnam, or Grundy counties, please let her know of our $750 scholarship available.  Please have her send me a request for an application.  She can contact me at:  Janna Greanias at jgreanias@ottawahigh.com
Programs

Don't miss out on an awesome program. Bill Harris is well-known to area schools, as the foundation does in-school presentations, including renewable energy education, environmental conservation, electricity and magnetism, as well as adventures with canoe trips.

Mechthild Ferguson
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Women in the Arts

Once again, we are asking for donations of gift cards to raffle off at State Convention.  We are putting a bit of a twist on it this year.  We will be selling chances on 10 bags.  Each bag will contain one or more gift cards plus a surprise.  Surprises could include hand lotion, bracelet, scarf or note paper.  We may also be selling rose paperweights and mini framed versions of positive sayings.  These would go for $3.00 - $5.00 each.  The chances on the bags will  go for $1.00 each ticket, or 6 tickets for $5.00 like last time.  I'll take care of getting everything packaged, transferred, displayed and packed up at the end of the convention.  

Teresa Cameron
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Ways and Means
Our current fundraising project with Schwan's will continue until January 22, 2019.  We will receive 5% on all orders placed by then.  We have earned $164 on this current campaign.  Please ask friends and family if they order from Schwan's and ask them to designate Omicron Chapter as the recipient of their donation.  If you have any questions, please let me know.

Judy Hooper

Ways and Means
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Finance
Monthly Treasurer’s Report

Balance as of 10/16/2018
   $14,138.64
Receipts:
Aluminum Cans

            $9.00
Dues



     $2,255.00
Reservations 


        $418.00

Total Receipts
        

     $2,682.00
Total Funds available
              $16,820.64



Expenses:

Pitsticks/24 Dinners

        $504.00

Pam Rightsel/Foundation Educational Studies



          $25.00
Lambda State/Dues/Fees           $3,475.50
Lambda State/Conv.& Leadership   $89.00

Sue Myers/State Ex. Bd Mtg Fees   $70.78

Bank Expenses:  Statement
              2.00
Total Expenses
           
      $4,166.28


Balance 


    $12,654.36
2017-2018 Projects


Al Cans
                     $73.00



Blueberries                      $1,850.37

Total
                             $1,923.37
CD Information 

Edward Jones $6,000 Three year @1.95 maturing 10/5/20 
Eureka Savings $1246.50 @ 1.5% maturing 3/13/20
Mendota State Bank:  $2,164.39  2.0% for 14 mo.
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Our next meeting will be Tuesday, November 20 at Pitsticks in Ottawa 
Dinner at 6:30pm for $21
Program:  Bill Harris, Renewable Energy Presentation

Committee Reports:  As Needed
Bring Gift Cards for our Art Mart Raffle!

As Always--Bring Cans! 
As Always--Bring Coins!
Delta Kappa Gamma


Lambda State


Keyhole Newsletter
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