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 President’s Message:  

As the first half of our biennium comes to a close, I'd like to thank everyone for their support through out the year.  We have a great chapter, and I'm really proud of the work done by our officers and commitee chairs.  The future holds some challenges for Omicron, and our success depends upon the willingness of the members to make it happen.  The nomination committee, which I chair, is composed of Kay Carlson, Cynthia Christensen, Patty Hopkins, Jackie Sapienza, and Carol Witte.  We will be meeting othis summer, and will hopefully have a slate to present at the October meeting.

The State Convention was very nice this year.  There were lots of activities and many good speakers.  Omicron Chapter received a Certificate of Participation for donation to Schools for Africa and Marion Medical Mission.  Pauline Brown, Carlotte Farrell, and Jean Naretto were honoroed for 40 years of membership.  Beverly Madsen and I were introduced as co-presidents at the Rose Banquet.


I hope you all have a nice summer.  See you at the blueberry patch!

Mary Sue Myers, President
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Minutes of the Regular Meeting of 
Omicron Chapter
Delta Kappa Gamma Society International
April 16, 2019
Pledge, Blessing, and Buffet dinner
Program:  Carol Englehaupt and her son Josh were our guests for the evening. Carol explained that Josh was born with CP from birth trauma, making him physically disabled and nonverbal, but not mentally disabled.  Carol grew up with cousins who had disabilities, so she was comfortable being around disabilities.  She explained that “can’t” was never allowed in her home growing up.  “Never give up” was another family motto.  When Josh was about 3, the doctor at the Mayo Clinic told her to “forget about normal” or “normal doesn’t exist” and “work with what you do have.”  All these things formed her attitude toward bringing up Josh.  She feels very grateful for Easter Seals when they came into their lives and helped her figure out how to manage at home.  A psychologist tested Josh when he was 7 years old and proved that he had normal intelligence and could be in public school.  When Josh was little, she realized how Josh was doing his own version of “peek a boo” and could communicate nonverbally.  He knows what he wants and always finds a way to communicate.   He went to school in Joliet, but it required lots of transportation time.  After struggling with local schools, she eventually decided to home-school.  
Both Carol and Josh both took up painting as a hobby, and she showed us several amazing examples of Josh’s work over the years.  He started to get noticed by local press and had his work sold at auction.  Josh uses a paint brush with a screw driver handle, an ingenious invention.  He started out painting stunning flowers with water colors and moved on to acrylics.  When he moved to acrylics, his style and subject matter changed.  She described his methods and showed examples of his acrylic works.  Carol says he takes about 3-4 months to create a piece. 
[image: image5.jpg]



Over the years, they’ve tried various other methods of picture and word communication. When Josh was 35, they got the new system to be able to make him more verbal.  Carol’s sister and Josh spent 6 months communicating through TOBY and FaceTime, and found success in teaching him vocabulary and language.  He uses the keyboard and other software to help him read and communicate.  Josh is 39 now and says he wants to be a writer.  He’s writing kids’ books to help answer questions that kids ask him.  Carol is also a published writer of several books with others in the works. Her titles are on Amazon and are based on her life and family.  Cosmic Shift is the first book, Cosmic Chaos is the second, and the third one will be released later this year.  Another title is Bone Weary.  She writes under the name C.L. Roth. 
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Business Meeting:
Announcement from Norma Hedges:  If you are retired, you get to vote for the retired person on the board.  Doug Strand is being supported by IRTA and is running against Cinda Klickna.  Norma is asking for your support of Doug Strand.
Minutes:  Accepted as printed.
Treasurer’s Report:  Submitted for audit.  
Dues:  Remember that dues are due by May for the coming year based on new rules changes at the state level.   Your dues can always be mailed to Jan Kaufmann.  Regular membership is still $86.
Correspondence:  Thank you notes from Marion Medical Mission, UNICEF, DKG Educational foundation, DKG for Golden Gift fund, DKG for International Scholarship Fund, DKG International Speaker’s Fund, DKG Emergency Fund, DKG World Fellowship Fund.  Thanks from Cindy Christensen for having Mr. Harris here and one from Lynn Bertino Neville for the notes on her recent losses.   We also got a note from We Care of Grundy County about an open house on Thursday, May 23rd from 5-7pm.
Old business:
Chapter Goals:
We still have magnets to share and pass out, so if you want to take a couple, please do because it contributes to our marketing goals.  We also have note cards to send to people we haven’t seen.  We’d also like to have members invite people to our meetings just to give us feedback on the meetings/organization.  We’d like to have our own members involved with new program ideas for the next year, so let Patty know if you are interested in presenting a program.
This summer we’ll be working on the slate of officers for the next biennium, so we’d like everyone to consider their position in the chapter and how you can help with leadership roles.
Officer Responsibilities

Mary Sue Myers—President.        
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Lambda State requires several reports and submissions throughout the year.  Ottawa High School hosts the June leadership training every year, so the president will need to attend that.  Obviously, you have to run meetings, attend the spring state meeting and a fall executive board meeting.  Membership on the Coordinating Council is another role you’ll have.  All required forms are  now online and can be submitted easily.  The president is responsible for passing along lots of information.  She gets lots of copies of things that committee chairs also get, so she doesn’t  have to do much with it.  The history of the chapter has to be written every 2 years, but all our agendas, keyholes and other regularly collected information can easily contribute to that, so just collect it as you go and plan ahead.  Since we no longer have a state visitor, there are no more state reports to compile.  We have the state ambassador now, instead, to help us set our goals.  Mary says the two hardest things are getting committees set up, but she had a good system that ended up working out well, and getting information updated for the yearbook publication.  In terms of running meetings, we only meet 6 times a year, 3 in the fall and 3 in the spring.

Patty Hopkins—1st VP and Chairman of Educational Excellence Committee.  
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Her job is to organize programs for meetings for the upcoming year.  There’s a website for the Educational Excellence Committee with ideas if we really needed to use them.  As program chair, she has to make sure whomever she asks actually comes.  Communicate often with program/speakers to make sure.  The schedule of programs has to be decided early in the summer to be able to get it into the yearbook.  PD’s are now available and it’s not that hard to set up, but it has to be for a full hour.  She also sets up dinner sites and dinner reservations.  Ed Pitstick has been really good to work with.  She also goes to Executive Board Meetings to report but Marilee, as secretary, just does it.  She’s also supposed to collect reservations, but Mechthild has been doing that.
Fran Odgen—2nd VP.  Chairman of the Membership Committee.  
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Her duties are to recruit, orient, retain, and reinstate members.  We could invite prospective members to our meetings, but we could also ask any others who might enjoy a program.  We reach out to other members from other chapters who have disbanded their chapters.  Another job entails mentorship of younger members.   One subcommittee she is in charge of is Necrology, which involves organizing a ceremony for the members who have passed.
Committee Reports

Coordinating Council—Linda Ernst.  Wednesday, June 19th is the date for our Coordinating Council Outing.  The LaSalle County Historical Museum in Utica has the exhibit on the Radium girls, a blacksmith shop, and an old school house.  The price is $21 for the entrance fee and lunch.  Lunch is at Canal Port with a menu of build your own burger, a chicken wrap, and salads.  Checks can be sent to Linda at her home address.  She’ll have forms next month.  Our chapter is responsible for making the plans this year and we’ll be in charge of breakfast items on that morning during registration.  We’ll talk about it more next month.

Ways and Means—Judy Hooper.  Sign-up sheets for blueberries are on all the tables.  Judy says the crop looks good.  We’ll be raising the price to $5/lb for the blueberries.  You can sign up next month, too.

Personal Growth and Services—Janna Greenais.  Thanks for the food pantry donations and Under His Wings donations.  Our collection is always school supplies in the fall.  Do you have a school or classroom that needs specifics items?  Let her know.
Professional Affairs—Cindy Christensen. Chloe Bruck from Ottawa is our scholarship winner.  Cindy has been sending notes to the counselors to make sure they are passing the scholarship application out.  
Other information from Cindy:  You can now get a substitute’s license with 60 hours or an associate’s degree and some training.  The Meemic Foundation now has grant money available, with online applications, to help with school needs. Editor's addition:  https://www.meemic.com/the-meemic-foundation/grant-opportunities.aspx  Another grant that’s open that ends at the end of this month is for alternative seating.  
Congratulations to our Retirees!

Sharon Sovey. Janna Greenais, Mechthild Ferguson, and Pam Ludwig are all retiring this year!
Women in the Arts—Teresa Martin.  Thank you for the gift card donations.  She’s got gift bags and cards all packaged up and ready to go.  She’ll also bring some of her little trees to sell!  We keep 75% of everything we sell.
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Announcements
Jean Naretto's husband is now back at home.

Norma Hedges spent 2 hours with her early in the year, but Polly Lawson’s Birthday is April 18th, just FYI.
Iris Gunter from Omega passed away 3 months ago.  
Verna Purdue, former Omicron member, passed away last Sunday.
State Convention is coming up April 26-28th in Decatur and President’s Banquet is Semi-formal!
The Chapter needs to approve President’s expenses at the State Convention.  Cindy Christensen moved to pay those expenses.  Bev seconded.  Motion passed with a voice vote.
Creative Arts Retreat:  Monticello on June 28th-30th at Allerton Park.  
Leadership & Technology is June 24-26th at Bradley University.
Singing of the Delta Kappa Gamma Song and the meeting was adjourned.
Respectfully submitted,

Marilee Applebee, Recording Secretary

Mary Sue Myers, President
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Committee Reports and News
Finance/Dues Payment Change
Jan will be collecting dues for the next year during the May meetings, or you can send her a check before the June deadline.  
Monthly Treasurer’s Report

Balance as of 4/25/2019
   $11,272.04
Receipts:
Dues:



      $1462.00
Reservations 


        $441.00

Uncancelled reservations
          $21.00

Schwanns


          $18.40
Total Receipts
        

     $1,942.40 
Total Funds available
               $13,214.44



Expenses:

Pitsticks


         $462.00

Carol Englehaupt/Progam
           $50.00
Sue Myers/Pres.Convention Exp.   $201.86
Pers. Growth and Serv. Grant         $750.00

Recruitment Grant

         $750.00


Bank Expenses:  Statement
             $2.00
Total Expenses
           
      $2,215.86


Balance 


    $10,998.58
2017-2018 Projects


Al Cans
                     $93.00



Blueberries                      $1,850.37

Food Pantry

        $642.00


Schwann's

        $236.58

Total
                             $2,821.95
NCICC Funds Available
         $135.84
CD Information 

Edward Jones $6,000 Three year @1.95 maturing 10/5/20   Cash $448.35
Eureka Savings $1246.50 @ 1.5% maturing 3/13/20
Mendota State Bank:  $2,164.39  2.0% for 14 mo.
Personal Growth and Services 

Remember that we are always collecting change for our Food Pantry donations!

School Supplies:

Also if anyone has suggestions for a school to target with our donations in the fall, please let me know.  Please specify school and potential supplies!

Janna Greanias

Ways and Means:

We will be signing up to pick and pack blueberries at the May meeting.  If you signed up at the April meeting it is not necessary to sign up again.  The blueberry bushes are blooming, but the farm is quite wet at this time--what isn't???  Hopefully, by mid-July the blueberries will be plentiful and things will have dried off.
Judy Hooper

Ways and Means


NCIC Summer Event! Is June 19, 2019

LaSalle County Historical Museum
101 E. Canal Street
North Utica, Illinois
www.lasallecountyhistoricalsociety.org
Heritage Center
Registration: 8:30 to 9:30
Tours: 9:30 to 11:30

Heritage Center includes:

Radium Girls of Luminous Dial
Military Artifacts
Lincoln Carriage
Canal Warehouse Museum includes:
Blacksmith Shop
Aitken One Room School House
1875 Barn
Lunch: 12:00 to 1:30
Canal Port

Cost: $21.00 / Registration Deadline:

JUNE 1, 2019

Mail registration and payment to:

Linda Ernst

419 E. Lincoln St

Princeton, IL 61356

lindaernst_2000@yahoo.com

815-303-9444

Please make checks payable to 
Omicron Chapter, DKG
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Our next meeting will be Tuesday,  May 21st at Pitsticks in Ottawa
Memorial Service at 6pm

Dinner at 6:30pm for $21
Program:  Meet the Grant Recipients
Committee Reports:  As Needed
As Always--Bring Cans! 
As Always:  Bring change
Delta Kappa Gamma
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